Class X 
Chapter - The Midnight Visitor 


1)Ausable was a clever secret agent. Do you agree with the statement? Justify your 
answer. 


Answer: 


Ausable did not look at all like the conventional image of a secret agent. He was 
short and very fat. Besides, he spoke French and German which lacked fluency as 
well as the right accent; the American accent was quite palpable in his speech. 
However, Ausable had a very sharp and active mind because he invented two 
stories, one about a non-existent balcony outside his hotel window and another 
about the police arriving to give extra security to some important documents he 
was about to receive. 


He was an Intelligent man and a clever secret agent to be able to invent such 
stories on the spur of the moment in the face of imminent danger in the form of 
Max, a rival secret agent. 


2)Why did Max scream shrilly when he dropped to the balcony? 
Answer: 


A person screams shrilly when something unexpected happens to him. Here, Max 
screamed shrilly when he dropped to the ‘balcony’, because actually there was no 
balcony at all; it was only a figment of Ausable’s imagination. Ausable had 
described it so vividly, including its history and use, that Max was convinced there 
was a balcony just outside the window and tried to jump onto it without looking. As 
the room was on the sixth floor, Max would certainly have been died by falling from 
such a height. 


